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New Fngland fought back from a pair
O '.J—]‘\ﬂ'.ui dencits and advanced to ik
tourth \FC  Championship

Game by beating Baltimore on Saturday.

cOonsecunv e

'he Patnots madce hife tough on themselves
N many wayvs, but managed to pull out a
35-31 victony 1n a game that went down to
the final play
The Ravens scored
drnives 1o grab a 14-0 lead, and. afler the
Patmots pulled even, Baliimore regained
a l4-poimnt lead in the third quarter. The
Patriots never led until quarterback Tom
Brady hooked up with wide receiver Bran-
don Lakell for a 23-vard pass that resulted
in the gamce's final touchdown with 5:13 to
play.

“"We didn’t expect to come in here and
be down 14-71p, but this team’s a fighting
tcam.  Patnots safcty Devin McCourty
said. “We just Kept batthing. Kept battling
- Just waiting for the game to tum on big
playvs and getung stops, and then our of-
tense taking advantage. That’s what play-
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“We

on their first two

have a yveteran We have
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cuvs Who have been i crazy games. We'y ¢
bcen 1o SONC LdAInes where 1t scemed hike
we were out of it You jus! L.L'k‘i"‘ '!"Llf\ III;'.“

In addinion 1o falling behind by two
touchdowns (wice, the adversity the Pa-
tnots had to overcome included the loss
ol center Bryan Stork, who left the game

in the second quarter with a knee injury;
another strong postscason performance by
Ravens™ quarterback Joe Flacco; and a Pa-
triots running game that was hmited to 14
vards on |3 carmes.

Baltimore bottled up New England’s
running game so well that the Patnots
openced the second half with 20 consecu-
Live pass plays.

“l thought our guys really hung in
there,” Patnots coach Bill Belichick said.
“Down by [4 to start the game. Down
by 14 in the third quarter. We just battled
back. They hung in there. Got a lot of plays
from a lot of different people.

“Certainly wasn’t our best game. We're
going to need 1o play better next week, but
iIt’s good o win. Good to win.”

Flacco began the game by completing
nine of his first 10 passes for 109 yards and
two touchdowns. His day ended with 28
completuons in 45 attempls for 292 vards

and four touchdowns. He completed passcs
to 10 receivers, but was intercepted twice
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In the second hall

McCourty’s iterception in the third
quarter ended l'lacco’s streak of 197 Pass
attecmipts in the playofls without an mter-
ceplion IFlacco's hnal pass was balted (o
the ground just shy of the Patriots end zonc
as tuime expired.

Flacco entered the game having won
seven postseason games on the road, and
having thrown 20 TD passes without being
intercepted in Balumore’s last nine playofl
gamecs.

“1 thought we played a sound football
game, Flacco said. “Just weren’t able to
come away with it.”

[wo things that played a large role n
New England’s victory: The Patrniots de-
{ense allowed one first down in nine third-
down situations, and the Patmots scored
three touchdowns in their three trips to the
red zone. The Ravens had the NFL's No.
2 red-zone defense during the regular sca-
SON.

New England also received a strong
game from wide receiver Danny Amen-
dola, who may have played his best game
since he was acquired by the Patnots be-
fore last season. Amendola caught hve
passes for 81 yards and two touchdowns.

He also averaged 25 yards on live kKickoft
retums.

New  England
with the spark and momentum it needed
hikely the double pa
i Amendola’s S|

lrom Juhian Edelman that helped
2K-2% game in the third quanier Brady hired
a backward pass (o bEdelman, who w
quarterback at Kent State, and Edelman hi
Amendola in stnde with a pass down the
lcfl sideline.

“That double pass has been in all sea-
son,” Brady said “Great play. Josh [otfen-
sive coordinator Josh McDamels) called n
at the pL'I_rLIL"l lime. We .’u.ruqu. gol Lhe per-
fect look [from the Baltimore defense] We
saw a blnz nght ofl of 1t, they bit up. Obvi-
ously they tned to tackle [Edelman] Dan-
ny shipped behind them and Jules threw a
dime. Pretty sweet play. We needed 1t. We
needed a lot of plays ™

Brady fimished the game 33-0{-30 for
367 }'Lil'd.h and three touchdowns. The Pa-

triots outscored the Ravens 21-10 in the

second hall
“We played from behind, whach s not
the way we wanted 1o play,” Brady said
“(“u:u'.r;;_i behind twice by 14 wasn™t neces
sarily 1in the plan. It ook a ot of excecu-

tion to overcome it. A lot ol guys fought
through.” PFW
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