GAME REVIEW
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Cdeiman caught sax CN PASSCS
thrown in hus direction and packed op 59
f has R one scornng dnve in
the second guarter, including a nine-yard
touchdowa catch from Brady on a perfect-
touch pass. Edelman had his
way with second-vear comerback Xavier
Rhodes — a poor matchup for Minnesota's
defense -~ and for the second ume in as
many games, ,ij"-ﬂ t...hlp],'\"d IN as a I“HI“-{JI-
rier, rushung for a first down in the opening
quarier on an i l-yard sweep
Ldeiman led the team in targets this
week after sharing the load wath ught
end Rob Gronkowks: and wide receiver
Kenbrell Thompkins in Week 1, but with
Gronkowski's snaps reduced Sunday and
Thomplkans sidelined as a healthy scratch
with Aaron Dobson back on the field, Edel-
man was the focal point n Week 2.
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COACH'S CORNER

“That was a real good team win for
us today. Really proud of the team. We
got great contributions from all three

areas. Thought our special teams did a real good
job. Offensively, we had a more balanced attack
than we had last week, which is what we needed.
Defensively, we had a lot of turnovers plus the
blocked kick, so thats a good formula. Obviously a
lot of things we still need to work on. We 're a long
way from being where we need to be, but we cer-

tainly made progress this week. "

again overshadowed the fact the Patriots
struggled with penalties for the second
consecutive week. After committing nine

most penalties in a game under head coach
Bill Behchick, since he began coaching 14
years ago.

;_g 5 :3 B ETATE

Julian Edelman

e1veY made s

TR h."j"‘l"ﬁ’l }‘!«..

r Y y &1 j :

'I.-hli_ 1—"'".,}': :r,.:_

for 81 vards and a Lon
¢ F s

_ti%,r.l r;furrz;-j {4 AT g‘_gr;! -

Chandler Jones

The defensywve end corged 1w
acks and blocked a ficld goal that
he retarmed 58 yards for & touch-
dd.}hﬂ

Stevan Ridley

The runming back carned the ball 25
times for 101 yards and a 1D
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FALLING STOLK t
Nate Solder

The offensive tackle was called for ;
three penaltics in two plays

Danny Amendola

The wide recerver was a non-tactor
in the victory. He had no Caiches
and was targeted just once
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penalties for 100 yards in Week 1, New The uglrest sequence occurred in the | 'rim Wﬁght
The offense produced most of its FEngland set a new low Sunday, commit- third quarter when left tackle Nate Solder | : |
points off tumovers Sunday, which once ting 15 penalties for 163 yards, arecord for committed three penalties on back-to-back | Like Amendoia, Wright was wgﬂéﬁ
snaps, including 2 play in which he com- | ©nce and had no catches. He wasn™t
mitted both a holding penalty and a block =" factor from his tight end position.
1n the back, the latter which was declined.
Left guard Marcus Cannon got flagged for |
holding in the second drive, wiping out

a 10-yard run by Stevan Ridley. A hold-
ing penalty on Dobson later in the quarter
negated a big first-down caich by Danny
Amendola, but Edelman picked up the
slack with a first-down catch on the next
snap moments before catching his only
touchdown pass of the game.

Running back roulette

The snaps for running backs continue
to vary and it appears that might be the
case for most of the season. Shane Vereen
was one of the focal pomts offensively m
Week 1, playing on 61 snaps n the loss 1o
Miami while Ridiey was only on the field
21 umes. This week, Ridley shouldered the
load, rushing 25 times for 101 yards and
a touchdown while Vercen played mostly
in garbage time, rushing six times for 40
yards and catching only one pass. More
importantly, Ridley protected the ball and
didn’t fumble, a problem he’s had his en-
ture carcer which came back mnto focus
dunng the preseason when he fumbled n
a game agamst Carolina.

Vereen wasn’t as big a part of the pass-
ing game this week with fullback James
Develin getting m on the action with a
pair of catches, in addition to Dobson be-
ing back in the lineup, not to mention the
fact the Patriots did thewr best work on a
short field Sunday, taking advantage of
wmovers i Lieu of executing many long
scoring drnives. The Patriots only had one
drive longer than 50 vards.

Numbers don’t lie

dnves in Minnesota terntory. including
one at the goal hine, and another at mud-
ficld. Thewr 30 pomts Suaday were the re-
sult of just 292 total yvards of offense.

The offense 1s still a work m progress.
After a bag first half, which included a spe-
cial teams touchdown following a blocked
field goal by Chandler Jones. the Patnets
punted on four of their first six dnives m
the second half, sandwiched around a paur
of field goals and turned the ball over on
downs on thewr final dnive of the game in
an attempt to run ouf the clock. The afore-
mentioned penalties — 15 twotal - were a
factor since ¢ight were commtted by the
offense.

“1 think we have a lot of work 10 do,”
an unusually somber Brady said afierward,
“but 1t was good to win. Hopefully, we can
be better going forward. We have to start
producing when we get {the bail] and start
mkmgbcﬁuadvmtage of our ficld posi-
non.”

“I'm happy we wom. | just wish we
could play hke we're capable of ~

Line dancing

The Pamiots didn’t make any whale-
sale changes along thew offensive lne
this week after gettmg dominated by Mi-
amt’s front four in Week 1. bui the use of
Cmmmmw@mm
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REVIS iISLAND SIGHTING — Patnots comerback Darrelle
Hews reels in one of four Psts rterceptions of Vikangs quar

Jernings during the Pats 307 wn Sunday
Pnoto by Kerth Nordstrom
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