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1 .y I thought we took another step in our
dpadeys _}‘_’? s preparation here tonight There were

o oo . v “ certainly some positive things out there
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e | work on. We left a lot of plays out there on the field.’

With st yewr's second-round drafl
pick Aarom Dobson still ssdelmed due to
2 oot mygury and Josh Bovoe not playmng
antyl the thad guarter, Thompkins took
ivariage of Bas opportumsty Foday to
clim®d the depth chant and stave off a2 hard
push rom rookoes Brian Tyms and Dernick
johnson, both of whom have played well
t anous pownds durmg the preseason. The
combmed for hree catohes 1 the sec-

all Fnday and higure 10 be Thomp-

s maan competibion from here on ot

wdess scventh-round drall pick Jeremy
Calion, who Dnally susted up Friday, can
madc a serious push i the prescason finale
agamst the (sants
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Foday was also s bag maght for russung
back Shane Vercen, who rushed six nmes
for 18 yards and also caugit five passes
- sccond only to Edeiman - for 57 yards

and two touchdowns Starter Sievan Rid-
ley, who fumbled agmmnst the Eagles, got
the bulk of the carnes 1 the second half as
the primary back, while Vereen and rookise
James Whinte lined up next w0 one another
i the backficld several nmes m the open-
ing hall, perhaps foreshadowing what we
maght see this season with New FEngland's
two-back set

“It's sometiung the defense has 1o pre-
pare for, something we can use to our ad-
vantage,” smd Vercen, who fimmshed therd
on the tcam last yvear in recepuons belund
Fdciman and Amendola “| just go out there
and work on a lot of thangs = practice, and
whatever they ask me to do, 'l do.”

White was also on the ficld when Ver-
cen scored on a 40-yard catch-and-run play
from Brady m the second quaner All wid,
Vereen was on the ficld for 26 of 13 snaps
m the first half

Center of attention
The competifion af cemter heated up
agan Frday against Caolina as Rysn
Wendell, the mcumbent stanter for the past
two years, got the nod on the operung se-
nes while Dan Connolly. hes lone compets-
aon New England’s second possession. Jor-
dan Devey, the former practice squad hine-
man, started again &t nght guard as he's
done throughout the proscason
Later in the opening hall, Wendell reen-
fered &t center with Connolly replacing De-
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