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Stacy Antilla leans back while reading the newspaper in Lynn
Murray'’s class at Toy Town Elementary School in Winchendon

paper in Heather Boylan’s class at Helen Mae Sauter School in
early March; Narragansett Regional High School students Chris
Colella, left and Tom Beaulieu take a look over the Tuesday edi-
tion of The Gardner News in Mandy Flis’ class earlier this
month; Justin Eddy, a student at Toy Town Elementary School in
Winchendon looks over the Sports section during Lynn Murray’s
class earlier this month; Narragansett Regional High School stu-
dent Wes Gagnon reviews a section of the newspaper in Mandy
Flis’ class recently during a reading exercise; eighth grade stu-
dent Rebecca Jalbert scans The Gardner News during Noelle
Short's class at Gardner Middle School a couple of weeks ago;
Murdock Middle High School teacher Eva Eaton points to a sec-
tion of the newspaper during her class to one of her students,
Alexis Shelly, in Winchendon recently.
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Dear readers,

For a sixth consecutive year, I am proud
to announce that participation in the
Newspaper In Education supplement has
increased once again. Historically, NIE is
considered something solely for elemen-
tary schools to participate in, but in the past
five years, there has been an increased
recognition toward middle and high school
students in the Greater Gardner area.

Four years ago was the first year where
there was any high school participation in
the supplement, as Gardner High School
participated in the Feature Photo contest,
which was added to five other contests in
that year’s supplement. This year, students
from Gardner High, along with Oakmont
Regional High School, Murdock Middle
High School, Quabbin Regional High
School and Mahar Regional School partic-
ipated, along with 30 other schools this
year — 35 in all, along with a homeschool
student.

By turning page after page of this sup-
plement, you will see the writing, drawing
and photographic talents of many talented
young people in Greater Gardner. As the
Newspaper In Education program at The
Gardner News grows, to where more than
1,600 students each week during the
school year benefit, it becomes ever more
apparent that our area schools are filled
with exceptional young minds ready to
lead us into tomorrow.

This year’s winners and honorable men-
tions were, as usual, difficult to judge. All
of the students should be commended for a
job well done. A special thank you goes out
to every single teacher and administrator,
of which there were 104 this year, who
helped make this year’s supplement a suc-
cess. In recognizing that detail, we not only
are including a photo of every student that
has a submission in this supplement, but
also of each and every one of their corre-
sponding teachers that submitted an entry
to The Gardner News for this supplement.
This is just a glimpse at what is possible
when newspapers are used in the class-
room, of which there have been 82 teach-
ers thus far who have utilized The Gardner
News this year.

NIE is a worldwide effort that connects
teachers, students and local newspapers by
providing stimulating teaching materials to
facilitate learning. Whether the subject
matter is the ABC’s for primary grades, or
real life learning (exercises in finding a job
through the classified section) the newspa-
per offers something for every subject and
grade level.

Students who learn how to read, enjoy,
understand and use newspapers are
equipped with a lifelong learning resource.

The Gardner News is proud to offer our
very own NIE program to Greater Gardner
schools, and your support is very much
appreciated. Parents, businesses and other
organizations can help students at any
point during the school year. For a surpris-
ingly small donation, you can help pay for
the educational services we provide.

Once again, congratulations to each of
our 151 winners and a hearty thank you to
everyone who participated in The Gardner
News 2010 Newspaper In Education
Supplement.

Sincerely,

Andrés Caamafio
NIE Director
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What is your favorite
season of the year?

Spring is my favorite time of the year. It is peaceful. Everyday, I hear
the beautiful birds singing their beautiful songs up in the trees. I even
see birds flying from tree to tree. Sometimes, I hear some woodpeckers
pecking at the trees for food. In the morning, I see tiny green buds on the tree, so
then I know it’s springtime.

When I gou outside, I see squirrels and chipmunks looking for food. When they
find food, they scurry to their burrows. I even see butterflies sipping nectar from
flowers.

When I go fishing in the springtime, I have to pick out the worm I want to use
and put in on my fishing hook. If we have night crawlers and I hold one, it feels very
flat. Or if we had Dillies, they feel a little skinnier.

During spring, I smell the sweet flowers growing nearby. Sometimes, I pick them
with my mom. I also sometimes smell fish in the water at the pond or a lake. When
I eat honey, I think of how bees make honey. It tastes sweet and is really good!

If I play outside, I play jump rope, basketball, wiffle ball, tag and even adventure
games with my friends. If I am hungry, I’ll just grab a sandwich and eat it out in the

fresh spring air.
STUDENT ESSAY
Madelyn Thrasher, Grade 3,
Hubbardston Center Street School
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What is your favorite
season of the year?

The cool wind blows on my face and I feel free of any worries. The
beautiful reddish orange leafs flying around, forming a circle around me.
As the wind whistles and shuts some screen doors, I hear God tell his story
in a way only I can understand.

I hear the scratching of the little squirrel running up the trees. The sweet scent of
apple crisp fills the air on the wonderful day, Thanksgiving. The simple things are my
favorite and I can describe it all in one word, family. I can’t even start to begin with my
parents, it would go on forever.

Walks on a bike trail and the sunset shows, the purple, orange, red, yellow and pink
colors glow and yor shadow fades, now that is truly magical. I'm an outcast, but I don’t
need friends to survive. I have nature. Autumn always brings out the best in nature. I'm
not sure what I would do with myself if nature disappeared, even if for one instant.

Autumn is a time to talk to God and ask him questions about his creation. During
autumn, whenever I have spare time, I write songs and I perform them to family. People
naturally favor summer or spring because of the warmth they bring, but autumn brings
a certain type of glow that no other season brings. Autumn is my favorite season.

STUDENT ESSAY

Olivia Jordan Oliveira, Grade 5,
Wachusett Hills Christian School

1

ORIGINAL ARTWORK

Aaliyah Franco, Grade 3,
Elm Street School

What do you think about
extending the commuter
rail beyond Fitchburg?

Having the commuter rail come out to Gardner would be a beneficial ser-
vice to the people of the greater Gardner area. I believe that if the commuter rail service
comes to Gardner, it will give the residents of Gardner, Templeton, Phillipston,
Westminster, Hubbardston, and Ashburnham an alternate form of transportation to Boston
and to the other cities along the way.

It is a huge step forward to making our towns “green” by saving a great deal of fuel for
all those commuters going east for work. This would also reduce pollution from all the cars
we could cut down on.

I know that if the commuter rail came to Gardner, I would use it to go to the mall, and
to go with my friends or family into Boston to see the Aquarium or the Museum of Science.
It is a great way to increase tourism, not only for Boston, but for bringing tourists out to our
area of central Massachusetts.

Now, I can understand that there could be some negative aspects. The project may be
expensive, but it will create new jobs, bring in shoppers and tourists to spend their dollars
in our community, and reduce pollution and fuel usage. Also, a commuter parking lot could
produce some income for the city. Residents near the tracks might not like the increased rail
traffic, though they already deal with freight trains. Also, having an easy connection from
the Fitchburg/Leominster area to Gardner could increase the crime rate, which is a real con-
cern. Overall, though, I believe the benefits of public transportation make this a positive
project.

So, when someone asks you what you think about bringing the commuter rail to
Gardner, what you would choose: yes or no? I say yes!

STUDENT ESSAY
Thomas Rose, Grade 9,
Homeschool

SECOND
PLACE

What's your favorite pet? ..

The animal that I think would make the best pet is a tiger. I think it would . PACE
be because it would be awesome to ride around on a tiger everywhere you & &
go. It would scare everyone that was annoying you, like your little sister.
She could be following you everywhere, and you could turn the tiger around
and have it roar at her. If someone was breaking into your house, it could
chase them away. If someone stole something from you, you could could on the tiger
and have him chase the person. The only bad thing about them is that they eat a lot. If
you don’t feed it and it got really hungry, it would probably eat you. You would also
have to keep him clean. I think it is worth it though. That is why I think a tiger would

make a good pet.
STUDENT ESSAY
Jonathan Morin, Grade 7,
Sacred Heart School

Keep Worm With Hi-Lo Oill

978-297-4456

Route 202 South, Winchendon, MA
OFFICE: 743 Alger St.
(Corner of Alger & Rte. 202)

DESIGN-AN-AD
Jyy-Rose Liang, Grade 2,
Waterford Street School

HI - LO OIL INC.
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FEATURE PHOTO
Lindsey Russ, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Brielle Jackson, Grade 8,
Overlook Middle School

FEATURE PHOTO
Calvin Wong, Grade 8,
Holy Rosary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK

FEATURE PHOTO
Jonathan Raymond, Grade 6, Mikayla Gaudet, Grade 8,

Gardner Middle School

Sacred Heart School
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be lecarned from the e
= N
ice storm?

The 2008 ice storm was pretty cool. We lost power, just like most people.

However, our power and cable was back on within just two hours.

We were not ready for this, like no food to cook without power, no flashlights with fresh bat-
teries. We did have a small generator with just enough juice to power the refigerator. So when the
power came back on, it seemed like the whole town moved into my house. My aunt and her six
kids. My parents’ friends and her four kids. And another set of friends with their two kids. Also,
my uncle and his three kdis. And us, which makes 10 kids and three adults. That is a total of 34
people in my house and 25 kids. So we always had someone to play with. Bedtime was fun try-
ing to fiind a soft place to sleep. My parents made something like 272 chicken nuggets and too
many French fries to count. We went through two bottles of ketchup. And for breakfast, it wasn’t
any different, as we had four bags of cereal and two and a half gallons of milk. We went for a
drive to see all the trees down and even in one spot, we drove under trees that were in the road.
It was fun and pretty much an unexpected party. But I wish we could have taken in more people,
so that they could be warm and safe like us.

Even though my family took in a lot of people during the aftermath of the ice storm. There
was still a lot of people that was still suffering. The town should have done a better job turning
the power back on quicker, cleaning up the mess that the storm left, getting shelter that is warm
and have generators, and open up a lot more food banks. I strongly believe that the residents of
Winchendon should have gotten together, so that they can clean the town together. Which means
the power could have gotten turned on faster. The residents of Winchendon should start fundrais-
ing now, so if another ice storm hits, there will be more food to go around, more supplies for the
shelters, and maybe be able to get more generators. If we take these steps, then we might be able
to be more prepared than during the 2008 ice storm.

STUDENT ESSAY
Courtney Simmers-Swanson, Grade 5,
Toy Town Elementary School

FEATURE PHOTO
Emily Buchanan, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School
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DESIGN-AN-AD
Jessica St. John, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School
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A Legend with a Timeless Tradition
Hours: Mon. - Wed. 9:30-5:30, Thurs.- Sat. 9:30-7:30, Sun. By Appointment

DESIGN-AN-AD
Rachel Marble, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School
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COCKTAIL LOUNGE

YEN YEN

i Open 7 Days a Week = We Deliver!
CHINESE RESTAURANT & Take Out Orders — Please Call 978-630-1535

42 Pearson Blvd., Gardner

DESIGN-AN-AD
Wyljenny Vazquez, Grade 11,
Gardner High School
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
Robert Tyler, Grade 8
Gardner Middle School

EDITORIAL CARTOON
<> Savannah A.A. Smith, Grade 5
Toy Town Elementary School

FEATURE PHOTO
Erika Lepkowski, Grade 10,
Narragansett Regional High School

FEATURE PHOTO
Colby Fisher, Grade 6,
Holy Rosary School
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how has that changed

For me, college is a short five months away. There is a senior prom to
get all dolled up for, a graduation full of over-emotional parents and students, and a
summer filled with anxiety before we go through one of the most expensive times of
our lives. Have people’s plans changed? Yes, considerably. You just spent twelve years
of your life waking up a six o’clock to ride a cold and grungy bus to a place where
you’re forced to sit in a chair for seven hours, and now, upon graduation from high
school, you realize that your reward just might be spending the rest of your life asking,
“Do you want fries with that?”

It’s true, though, that without a college education you probably won’t go very far.
According to the 2007 U.S. Census Bureau, average earnings for full-time workers at
least 25 years old with a bachelor’s degree will make about $20,500 more than some-
one fresh out of high school. Which seems obvious — why else would you pay $25,000
a year to go there in the first place? It’s just that, even with financial aid, some people
can’t afford it. There are other opportunities, such as community college, which costs
an average of $6,000 a year compared with $15,000. But what about those of us who
have their heart set on that big dream school; the school with the golden gates and sil-
ver bricks, the place where you feel most at home, where you’ve always pictured your-
self? I know someone personally who has that exact problem due to the cost of the
school. If he did attend this dream school of his, he would find himself close to
$100,000 in debt upon the arrival of the end of his four-year education. That’s a ridicu-
lous amount of money to owe coming into the “real world.” He can’t really picture his
life anywhere else, though, nor does he want to. But $40,000 a year for an 18-year-old
to pay on his own is unrealistic. Even with scholarships for sports or academics, it’s only
going to knock it down a couple thousand. And really, what’s a couple grand if you’re
already paying that much? Students hear their guidance counselors saying, “Apply for
scholarships! Apply for scholarships!” like a broken record in their head, but the reali-
ty is that there are millions of other kids out there applying for the same thing, who says
you’re going to end up with it?

What about the people out there who support themselves? Sometimes it’s not even
about the cost. It all comes down to transportation. I actually had a conversation with a
girl recently and she was telling me that she would love to go to school, but that her and
her boyfriend shared a car and she had no means of getting there. But the price of a car,
even a used one, on top of the cost of college would be a ridiculous amount for a 19-
year-old working minimum wage.

College is made to seem mandatory, that without it you can’t succeed and be able to
support yourself. The reality is that this is somewhat true. If you had two applicants, one
with an associate’s degree and a 20-year-old with a high school diploma, which would
you choose? College is so expensive no that it’s become more of a dream for many to
go rather than an actuality. It’s completely understandable why. Just last year UMass-
Ambherst administrators and professors made anywhere from $200,000-$400,000. The
coaches even raked in close to $300,000 for yelling at some 20-year-olds to pass more
than give them 50 push-ups. The is where your money is going, with teachers getting
paid that much the price tad for students is obviously going to rise.

T'haven’t been personally affected yet. But I'm waiting for that 24 grand to set in any-
time. I know I have a lot more burgers to flip and pizzas to make before I get to sit in
my office and make my $100,000. When I look around and see the struggle the rest of
my peers are facing I realize just how much the price of college can really impact the

rest of your life.
STUDENT ESSAY
Chelsea Harris, Grade 12,
Ralph C. Mahar Regional School
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"HORSE & BUGGY FEEDS

Dunbar Street, Keene * 603-352-0328
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30, Sat 8-5
Rte. 12N, Winchendon « 978-297-2518
Monday-Friday 10-7, Sat 8-5
www.horseandbuggyfeeds.com

Geting the tignt Sad mf’ P, of

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Peri Michael, Grade 8,
Overlook Middle School
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Tovs vavings nderay e o e S50 MEMEER
MASSACHUSETTS CREDIT
Equal

NCUA | MSIE & oo,

suare msurance conroranon | LENDER Lender

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Ashburnham e Fitchburg * Gardner  Hubbardston * Rindge * Rutland * Winchendon
978-632-2542 « gfafcu.com

DESIGN-AN-AD
Hannah Campbell, Grade 8,
Narragansett Middle School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Chloe Hannula, Grade 5,
Elm Street School
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STORYBOOK CHARACTER
Sofi Plotkin, Grade K,
John R. Briggs Elementary School
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
Raegan Heck, Grade 10,
Narragansett Regional High School
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Mountain Ice Cream,

SECOND GENE’S SERVICE
PLACE . CENTER, INC.
an Books & Movies 85 Jean St.
51 Main Street, Westminster e 978-874-0590 Gardner
Www.mountain-icecream-books-movies.com 978-632-0671
W Open Daily 12pm-7:30pm, Fri & Sat until 9pm or 1-800-632-0671
STORYBOOK CHARACTER DESIGN-AN-AD DESIGN-AN-AD
Denver Vaillancourt, Grade 3, Megan Provencial, Grade 11, Joel Colburn, Grade 12,
Phillipston Memorial School Murdock Middle High School Mahar Regional School
"DOOR_ MAKE

E‘AS ER!

Call For Free Estimate
Visit our Showroom - Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-1
OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY OF LEOMINSTER
444 Central St., Leominster « 60 Sunderland Road, Worcester
978-537-9932 = 1-800-649-9898 « (508) 791-3912

\/Je. HO\IC T\"\e

Besr Furniure

E~/cr'_
[PLOTKIN FURNITURE j

urs: Mon.-Wed. 9-5, Thurs. ri. 9-6, Sat. 9-5, Sun. Noon-
(978) 249-3256 www.plotkinsofathol.com TOLL FREE 1-800-PLOTKIN
Easy Directions to Athol: Take Exit 18 Off Route 2 West, Left Off Ramp Toward Center of Town, Left At Lights

41 EXCHANGE STREET ATHOL, MA
We Accept: Discover, Visa, MC, American Express & Citi Financial

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9-5, Th & Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-5, Sun. Noon-4

DESIGN-AN-AD
Ashey Ellis, Grade 5,
Elm Street School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Aislinn de Horsey, Grade 6,
Narragansett Middle School
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What is younr favorite
season of the yean? N

I think the best season is spring, because it’s not too hot and not too
cold. The flowers are blooming and it’s nice to see the grassy ground with
flowers instead of the bare, hard ground. I like spring because all sorts of
animals are being born. In spring, soccer starts and it feels good to run around after
being stuck inside most of the winter. There are longer days in the spring, which is much
better than having it dar at 5:30 at night.

Spring brings summer, which means that school vacation is right around the corner.
Spring brings Easter and April Fools Day. I love Easter, because the Easter bunny
comes and Jesus was resurrected on Easter. In spring, you can ride your bike and get a
lot of exercise. In the spring, we do all sorts of outside activities. Spring is when the
whole earth is renewed. In the spring, you get the nice weather, but not as many bugs
you would have in the summer. That’s why I love spring.

STUDENT ESSAY
Sophie Frushell, Grade 5,
Holy Rosary School

Wihat is yosm favorite pet?

Otis, my chocolate lab was the best pet. He was a ferocious soccer  PLACE
player. He would bite the ball and run away with it. He used to push my AN
foot away, I only got by him once in 8 1/2 years.When I would take him
on walks, he used to make friends with cats. Cats didn’t like him much,
but he tried being nice.

He could be the fastest dog in the Olympics, if they had Pet Olympics some-
where. He also was the most awesome stick chaser ever.

His ears were as soft as a bunny. I loved to pat them even when there was food
on them. He loved to eat. I used to love to sleep with him. He would lay on me and
I would lay on him. Otis made the best pet, because he was so nice to everyone,
funny when he shook his rump, cuddly and soft and I liked everything about him.

STUDENT ESSAY
Bailey Burpee, Grade 2,
Holy Rosary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Christina Labowicz, Grade 12,
Oakmont Regional High School

Wihat is yosm favorite pet?

My favorite pet is a cat. His name is Shadow. He is cuddly, cute and loving. %
He lets you do anything you want to him. He found us in December. It was
snowing at the time, and we were eating supper. We saw green, glowing eyes M

at the sliding glass door. The next morning, we gave him food, water and a lit-

ter box. Shadow slept in the litter box, because it was clod.

On the way to school, I touched him with my mitten on. A couple of days

later, we brought him to the vet and took him in. Then the next morning, all of us thought of
a name for him. We picked Shadow, because he looks like a shadow. He has a white tie on
his neck and a spot of white on his back leg toe.

This is my favorite pet. What is yours?

STUDENT ESSAY
Emma Varteresian, Grade 3,
Hubbardston Center School

Hours: 4-Close Tuesday thru Sunday
102 Front Street, Winchendon = 978.297.9888
www.santinositalianeating.com

A B ATHOL SAVINGS BANK

Proud of Qur Past, Focused on the Future

1867
888-830-3200 + www.atholsb.com

Athol+Ashburnham+BaldwinvillesBarre+Gardner+Winchendon

DESIGN-AN-AD
Isabelle Rhinhart, Grade 6,
Hubbardston Center School

Cleghorn Oll 97s-345-4183

SERVING THE Gardner/Ashburnham/Winchendon AREAS EVERYDAY.

DESIGN-AN-AD
Aidan Q.M. Provost, Grade 5,
Toy Town Elementary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Kymberly Bodkin, Grade 8,
Narragansett Middle School
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STORYBOOK CHARACTER
Maija Blomquist, Grade 1,
Hubbardston Center School

< : EDITORIAL CARTOON
\

William Wang, Grade 7,
Athol-Royalston Middle School
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STORYBOOK CHARACTER
Andrew O’Brien, Grade 3,
Helen Mae Sauter School

EDITORIAL CARTOON
Grace Hartin, Grade 8,
Sacred Heart School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK FEATURE PHOTO
Dylan Safford, Grade 11, Brandi Richard, Grade 8,
Gardner High School Holy Rosary School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Greg Barry, Grade 6, Madison Corcoran, Grade 7,
Overlook Middle School Mabhar Regional School
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560 W. Broa d§ayEGE- d-r!;rE0§78— 632-0010 162 Baldwinville Road, Templeton ¢ 978-939-5504
www.gardnertenpins.com Open 7 Days A Week
DESIGN-AN-AD DESIGN-AN-AD
Scarlett Palma, Grade 10, Taylour Chalke, Grade 9,
Gardner High School Murdock Middle High School

\ —

SA LVADO R E # 442 West Broadway, Gardner, MA
Family of Dealerships Au'E)AG\rElQJEBiFﬂ%Irea www.salvadoreauto.com
DESIGN-AN-AD

Josh Pellechia, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School
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FEATURE PHOTO
Alex Deschenes, Grade 10,
Narragansett Regional High School
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FEATURE PHOTO

Rachel LeBlanc, Grade 12,
Mabhar Regional School

FEATURE PHOTO
Emma Frushell, Grade 6,
Holy Rosary School

™ THIRD .

V! WITH YOUR SUPPORT. WE CAN HELP

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Jenna Croes, Grade 6,
Sacred Heart School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK

Miranda Ingram, Grade 3,
Oakham Center School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Kristen Dunn, Grade 2,
Baldwinville Elementary School
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Wihat is youn favorite pet?

Have you ever had a friend that wakes you up in the morning by licking your face?
That sits, stays, and speaks on command, or greets you at the door jumping up and
down? Well, I do; that’s why my favorite pet is a dog. When you think about it, dogs
act just like humans. They keep you company when no one’s around, and can tend to
your every need if you give them proper training. Although dogs are so cute and hard
to resist, originally the dog came from the wolf, so all dogs are sweet, yet even the cute
little Chihuahua has a small bit of instinct of the wolf.

Some people think dogs are vicious and dangerous. All dogs, even the pit bull, if taken care of well
can be the sweetest dog in the world. When people mistake dogs for vicious beasts, they often end up
at the pound, on the streets, or even put to sleep. Some people think that dogs are meant to kill things.
Those people often train their pit bulls and Great Danes, and other dogs to fight. Even though some
dogs were used in wars in ancient times, they have been strongly bred out of that killing instinct.

Dogs are very useful in our world and we use them in lots of different ways such as seeing eye
dogs that help lead the blind, therapy dogs that help people get better, police dogs that help sniff out
crime scenes, rescue dogs that save lives, and herding dogs that help farmers keep livestock safe. Then
again, some dogs are just meant to be companions. Working dogs help many people in many ways.

All dogs are unique in their own way. Some dogs have a waterproof undercoat that helps them to
dry quicker when they come out of the water. Terriers (meaning “terra” or ground) have a keen sense
of smell and long noses so they can hunt small things in the ground, while beagles were bred with
short, stubby legs so that their noses are closer to the ground, so that they can sniff things out. Bernese
Mountain, St. Bernard and Newfoundland dogs have thick coats that protect them in the mountains,
and paws that act like snowshoes in the snow to help them rescue people. All dogs have a certain cute-
ness that will win your heart for sure!

Many people, including myself, have a passion for dogs because these four-legged friends will
always be there for you. Although it is always hard to say goodbye when we lose our companion, their
unconditional love makes it all worthwhile.

STUDENT ESSAY
Lindsey Lee, Grade 5,
Holy Rosary School

HonoRARLE
AN

" .:

CONCRETE SOLUTIONS
199 EAST BROADWAY, GARDNER

978-669-0088

DESIGN-AN-AD
Ryan Galvan, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School

36 MAPLE ST., RTE. 202,
BALDWINVILLE MA
B‘ |_|_ S USED CARS (978) 939-2103

Visit us on the web at
www.billsusedcars.net
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8 A.M.-6 P.M., — Saturday 8 A.M.-3 P.M.

DESIGN-AN-AD
Melissa Persson, Grade 6,
Royalston Community School
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
Kellie Wheeler, Grade 12,
Narragansett Regional High School

FEATURE PHOTO
Tarah Garneau, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School

15 Donlan Street
Speenee Gardner, Mass.

OIL CHANGE s TUNE-UP  978-630-1511

DESIGN-AN-AD
William McNelley, Grade 12,
Gardner High School
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With college costs rising, .
how has that changesd -

vour mindset or plans? e

In late August 2009, I walked through the doors of a familiar school, to see famil-
iar people, to talk about familiar things, and to be asked to do familiar tasks. However, being a fresh-
man was not so familiar. Freshman year means getting grades that count, attendance matters, more
homework, actually having time to study, juggling friends, family, sports, clubs and more, all while
trying to get that eight hours of sleep that seems to be on the verge of impossible of getting.
Somewhere sandwiched among all of the new experiences and stress, gaining a sense that graduation
is a mere four years away, remains lodged in the front and back of our teenage heads, motivating us
to give school a purpose.

Meanwhile, dreams of being aspiring doctors, firefighters, teachers, police officers, veterinarians,
fairy princesses and pirates inundate the minds of young children. Shows they watch on television por-
tray these careers as all fun and games, but what they don’t incorporate into these visual forms of
entertainment is all of the time, energy and effort that must be put forth for those dream jobs to become
reality. A place we call college is the first stepping stone that leads a great many of us to right where
we would all love to be; successful and happy.

I know that the feeling of being a freshman will not be a one-time deal for me, because I have
every intention of going to college where I will once again be a freshman. Unfortunately, with an
economy hovering barely above rock bottom, the cost of attending college continues to increase
markedly and finding necessary loans or grants has become a growing challenge. Regardless, attend-
ing college is not an option for me; it is a priority.

Futhermore, the fact that scholarships are anything but easy to get, and as time goes on, decrease
in availability is that extra push that is going to make me work five times as hard in school.

I know that I have just as much potential as anyone else, and I am going to take that potential, hold
on to it with both hands, and run with it. I plan on continuing to play sports, taking a variety of class-
es, keeping my grades up as high as they can be, and being a part of the amazing drama program at
my school, as well as committees such as student council.

Hopefully, these additional efforts and accomplishments will show colleges that I am consistent
and that I have a lot to offer, so that my chances of being accepted to multiple colleges are higher.

Both of my parents have had a massive influence on my mindset regarding my plans upon gradu-
ating high school. They were the ones who planted the notion of furthering my education into my brain
at a young age, and they were the ones who proudly watered it. As I have grown up, my parents’ expec-
tation of me, education-wise, have not changed one bit. Although from time to time, I question the pur-
pose of those expectations, I know that I will graciously thank them in the long run. I believe that
because of these standards, I am motivated to gain grades worthy of hanging on my refrigerator.

Moreover, with the news flash of college becoming more difficult to attend, the pressure to main-
tain my determination and receive grades above good to average has increased. Another factor to be
considered in thinking about college is that my family’s funds have seen much better days. To me,
being a single child out of the five in my family means that massive amounts of money stand in the
way of me and college. I will not let money be the reason why college is not a part of my life. For
starters, [ have gotten a work permit; during the summer, I work as a camp counselor to earn money
that I can gladly store away in the bank as a gallon that will drive me miles closer to college.
Additionally, I plan on applying for financial aid in hopes of getting as much help as I can in that
department, so that being a college student is possible for me.

As an individual, being a stay-at-home wife has never appealed to me all that much, because I have
been exposed to the innumerable career paths that I can meander down. Nonetheless, I will be the first
to say that much credit is because of these hard-working ladies. Any of the thoughts that I might have
had of spending my life as one of these ladies have been thrown out the window, thanks to a few
choice words from my mother. She tells me time and time again, “You need to have a steady, good
paying job and be able to stand on your own two feet before you even think about getting married.”
My mom’s message has and will continue to stick with me until I grow old and I am able to pass it
on to my own children, so that they can make it as much of a part of their lives as I have mine.

Altogether, my mindset in what my plans upon graduating from high school have not changed
entirely. They have just intensified. I will find a way to attend college, despite the extreme increase in
cost. Keeping up my grades, getting involved in extra-curricular activities, and raising and saving
money to put toward college are all the beginning steps for me to actually get there.

In the end, it all comes down to a single conclusion, I do not want to have a job. I want to have a
career. A career that I will take pride in which I enter college, when I graduate from college, and as I
earn paycheck after paycheck, using each and every one of the specialized skills that college was will-

ing to teach me.
STUDENT ESSAY
Bronte Torres Pagan, Grade 9,
Murdock Middle High School
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
Jack Fay, Grade 6,
Sacred Heart School
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447 MAIN ST, ATHOL  978-249-7535 st 8:30am-4pm
WWW.SSAPPLIANCE.COM un: Noon-4pm
We Service What We Sell « Parts « Service
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DESIGN-AN-AD
Alyssa Dunn, Grade 11,
Gardner High School

The Recovery Room

Upholstery & Design Center

972 Main St., Fitchburg
(Upper- common Main- -West)

978-345-0988 = Open M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-4

Over 30 Vendors
Gift Shop and Consignment
536 Main Street, Athol
Open 7 Days A Week

KEEPIN' IT
LOCAL

DESIGN-AN-AD
Kristina Daly, Grade 11,
Mahar Regional School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Justin Andrews, Grade 12,
Mahar Regional School
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What is younr favorite
season of the year?

‘What is your favorite season. Summer is my favorite season. When the breeze hits you,
it is truly summer. When you see the sunshine, it’s beautiful and you just want to jump in a
swimming pool! But you need to remember to put on some sunscreen, so you don’t get a sun-

burn.
Now when you’re going swimming, don’t go too deep. You should always make a sandcastle when you're
at the beach. Since it’s summer, you can wear shorts and tank tops. Don’t stay in your house all day; go out-

side and play!
STUDENT ESSAY
Julia Jaillet, Grade 3,
Helen Mae Sauter Elementary School

With college costs rising,
how has that changesdl N
vour mindset or plans?

I have always been taught that after high school, you go to college. No questions, no
complaints, no two ways about it. College has always been mandatory. Many parents in this time are
teaching their children similar values, that college will help further you in your life. True, that in most
cases, college will help you in the long run. Eventually, you could earn a higher salary than without an
education. You could have more job opportunities available than you would without a college education,
but at what expense?

I have never asked any questions about college being mandatory because I have never worried about
it. When I was younger, my mom did my laundry, my dad handed out punishments, and both of them sup-
ported me 100 percent. That means when I needed food, my mom would buy it. When I needed a new
backpack, I would just stop at the store and have my dad buy it. I, like most other children, didn’t have
to deal with money until much further on. This is why I went with the college rule. I wasn’t worried about
having to pay for college or any of the expenses that came with it. However, now that I am a sophomore
in high school, college is no longer some abstract, far off idea of the distant future. It’s almost here.

There is a program through the school that students can go through to explore college majors and
career paths. I signed up and when I first looked at the tuition for my dream college, I was in shock. I had
no idea that you had to pay so much just to get an education. And on top of that there were other expens-
es! I was blown away. I looked at the tens of thousands of dollars that it would cost to go through my
schooling. Then, I looked at the tens of thousands of dollars less that I would make after getting my
schooling and finding a career. I figured that I’d be in debt until at least age 56. It was at this time that I
really had to weigh my pros and cons.

I would be set up for my dream job, something I can’t do without a college education, pro. It costs
tens of thousands of dollars to get my required bachelor’s degree for my dream job, con. They have many
scholarships and student loan options, pro. I would make a considerable amount less a year than I would
spend per semester in college, major con. I would be on the path for success in my life and in my career,
major pro.

As you can see, | was torn. The thought of going through four years of discretionary school really got
under my skin. Then I came across a quote by Nelson Mandela: “Education is the great engine off per-
sonal development. It is through education that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that the
son of a mineworker can become head of the mine, and that the child of a farm worker can become pres-
ident of a great nation.” What Nelson Mandela means by this quote is, with education, one can do any-
thing they desire. Education is the most important thing in life, and by furthering your education, you can
further your life.

This is why I have decided to keep my sights set on college. Through student loans, payment plans,
and scholarships, every single person has the ability to go to college, whether their parents have started a
college fund or not. One can better themselves immensely by choosing college. They will have better
opportunities, a higher income, and chances are a better life. Ultimately, deciding to go to college is decid-

ing to succeed in life.
STUDENT ESSAY
Jessi Pultorak, Grade 10,
Oakmont Regional High School

With college costs rising, .
how has that changed A
vour mindset or plans?

In today’s society, education is one of the most valuable things a person
can have. It is far too often said, “You can’t put a price on education,” but it is well
known that there is in fact a price put on higher education, and it is nowhere near a bar-
gain rate. As a senior in high school I have done my research when it comes to pursuing
my college education and over the two to three years of researching I have only found
the tuition prices going up. While I never thought that I would have to restrict my col-
lege choices according to price, I now find myself doing so.

Coming from a small town there are far less opportunities available to students than
there are in larger cities. The number of classes, abundance of materials, and variety of
classes are nowhere near the amount that larger schools have. Just recently I attended the
Massachusetts’ Junior Miss Scholarship program where I met girls from all over
Massachusetts. Most of these girls came from extremely large school and were shocked
when I told them what my school had to offer. Taking AP biology online, rather than in
a classroom, was amazing to them, and while I sat there with the fifth edition book they
were confused as to why, when they used the brand-new eighth edition. I am fully aware
of the lack of opportunity I have compared to other high school students, and I have
always said that I would rise above this, make the best of my situation, and go to what-
ever college I could get into, no matter the price tag. I always believed that if money held
me back now, it would continue to for the rest of my life.

I was determined to prove that even a small town girl can attend a big name school.
Since the young age of nine years old I have always wanted to attend Cornell University.
Everything that I did was to please the mysterious person sitting in the admissions office.
It was not until recently did I realize that Cornell may not be a realistic option for me.
According to the Cornell University website just housing and tuition would cost $45,000
per year for me to attend. It is true that the government caps you on how much you can
borrow for students loans, something I was recently told by my mother. As an aspiring
medical school student I have to be careful as to how much my undergraduate degree
costs me to ensure that I can borrow for my graduate degree. An eight year dream of mine
has suddenly become almost a fantasy because of a price tag — something I always said
would never hold me back.

Loans and scholarships are hard to come by in such hard economic times and without
immaculate credit, it is difficult to find private loans. As a young adult, I have not built
credit yet, which means I have to rely on scholarships and government loans. Young stu-
dents are very much so restricted in what they can find for financial help. I know I am
not alone in the search for college cash and that there are many kids putting their dreams
to the side to make the more responsible and logical choice.

The rising cost of college has already affected my college plans. Upon acceptance to
Drexel University and the University of North Carolina at Greensboro so far, I know that
I would have to attend the University of North Carolina because of the cost of tuition,
even though Drexel was a top choice of mine. With this, I have found things that I love
within this university and understand that the name of a college in not necessarily impor-
tant, but instead it is what you make of it. I have learned that I must take the same
approach I took at my high school; even though it is not the most desirable of situations,
I will make the best of it and rise above it. Ultimately I know that I will succeed wher-
ever I go, just like I have at my small town high school.

STUDENT ESSAY
Nicole Santonastaso, Grade 12,
Murdock Middle High School
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208 Bemis Road, Fitchburg
Tuesday—Friday 12pm-9pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am-5pm
978-342-3374
www.rcexcitement.com

50 Main Street
Gardner
978.632.2700
Mon-Fri 8a-5p
Sat 10a-2p

DESIGN-AN-AD
Matt Bonneau, Grade 8,
Holy Rosary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Amber Hickey, Grade 12,
Murdock Middle High School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Nathan Garrity, Grade 4,
Hardwick Elementary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Denver Vaillancourt, Grade 3,
Phillipston Memorial School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Quinn Sugar, Grade K,
Meetinghouse Elementary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Chiara Nevard, Grade 1,
Johnny Appleseed School
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“Why Make more than one call...When Country Fuel can do it all”
® . P B AIR CONDITIO OLAR

www.countryfuel.net
212 WEST ST ® GARDNER, MA e 978-632-1100 « 800-995-6395

DESIGN-AN-AD
Emily Buchanan, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School
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Wihat is the best pet?

My dog’s name is Kelly and she is the best pet. She was born on July 10, 2008. She is a Smany
beautiful Golden Retriever. She is a dark, golden, fluffy dog. She enjoys the outdoors and
likes to run. We bring her to the vet for a checkup. s
Everyday at 3 p.m. she waits for me to get home from school. She waits at the end of my
driveway for me to get off the bus and then she runs and jumps with excitement.
She likes to play fetch with her ball. If you throw the ball straight up in the air, she jump
and catches it.
In the morning, she waits at my bedroom door and at 7 a.m. she runs and licks me on the face to wake
me up. She is so loving and fun. She is the cutest puppy on the planet and the greatest friend to me. I love her

very much!
STUDENT ESSAY

Faith Marcinkiewicz, Grade 3,
Hubbardston Center School

What is younr favorite S
season of the year? x

Warm weather, fresh, billowy, blue skies, lush green grass, this is summer. Summer is a
time to relax and enjoy. No school, no stress, complete fun. That is why summer is my
favorite season.

In winter you have snow, in fall there are leaves, and springs means flowers, but summer
has sunshine. Bright rays of happiness shining down upon the earth, warming us and our moods. It seems that
as soon as we feel that soft rush of warm air after cold, we become excited and happy. Happy to have warmth
and happy to see the signs that summer is coming.

And as soon as it arrives, all the fun begins. You can bike, ride, swim, play outside, watch fireworks, and
plainly have fun. I can go play with my friends, without worrying about homework or grades. I can play and
jump and run the whole day, smiling and laughing.

In summer, nothing can ruin a great day.

Summer is a feeling, A sense of pleasure and tranquility. Summer is the smell of grass after it’s been
mowed and pavement after it has rained. Summer is laughter and smiling faces, full of joy and relaxation.
Summer is my favorite season.

STUDENT ESSAY
Mimi Reitz, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School

What is younr favorite
season of the year?

Spring is my favorite season, because everything is clean and fresh with new life.
Crocuses, dandelions and tulips spring out from the light pile of snow that is left from the
blustery winter. Soon, they will burst with color. Baby robins are about to be born from the
aqua blue eggs. Mother deer prepares for the birth of their babies. You awaken to the call of
the chickadees. The days are longer so at 6 p.m. dusk is just breaking. The smell of morning dew. Nature is
now awakening from its deep, sleep and transitioning toward the warm summer ahead. Rain falls a bit more
often, so life can grow. The blue skies and puffy clouds reflect on the emerald green grass that shines in the
sunlight. Now in warmer temperatures people are outside doing their daily work. The freshness of spring
brings life to the earth like no other season.

STUDENT ESSAY
Katherine Arsenault, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School
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T-ORYBOOK CHARACTER
Michelina Gregson-Pareago, Grade 1,
Hubbardston Center School
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PEOPLE’'S FUEL, INC.

73 CITY HALL AVENUE, GARDNER, MA
Call 978-632-4890 ® www.peoplesfuel.com

DESIGN-AN-AD
Shayna Clark, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School
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Exhaust « Brakes * Suspension * Front End Repair

18 Dyer St Chassis » Schedule Factory Maintenance « Batteries
\ Brake, Power Steering, Cooling System &
J Gardner Transmission Fluid Exchange

Minor Tuneups ¢ Oil Changes ¢ Charging Systems

/ 4 978-630-1400 2 & 4 Wheel Alignments « Tires (Bridgestone, Firestone)
4WD Services * Shocks, Struts, Coil Springs

TANGUAY JEWELERS

19 Connors St., Gardner » 978-632-1362 or 1-800-856-1362
Hours: Tues—Fri 9-5, Thurs 9-7, Sat 9-2, Closed Sun & Mon

DESIGN-AN-AD

Jack Kinnear, Grade 5,
Hubbardston Center School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Rebecca Jalbert, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School
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Seasons are caused by the earth’s tilt of axis and rotation. Spring, autumn, winter and
summer, all offer many endeavors. Of the four seasons, spring is my favorite season. Spring
is when the earth looks reborn with flowers and greenery coming to life everywhere, mark-
ing the end of winter. Though the year officially begins in winter, it is only being concerned
as a new year when we begin to see the grass grow, the first leaves hanging from the branches and the first
flowers opening to show us their colorful petals. Only at the moment when we see the birds return and make
themselves new nest, we begin to feel that spring is here.

The sound of birds singing, of sunny, happy days fills the morning hours, and a quick peek toward the
yard can send your thoughts in the direction of fresh paint for the bird house. All of this quickly begins to take
place, bringing a deep-seeded need to break the back-of-the-closet-flip-flops out of solitary confinement.

This is the time of year when looking forward to seeing green grass and enjoying the fragrance of a fresh-
ly mown lawn overshadows the oncoming monotony of weekly mowing during summer months. The smell
of a spring rain carried by warm winds replaces memories of the stinging winter snow blown against the few
inches of skin that you dare expose. You begin to be reminded of the bright hues of color due to the newly
blooming flowers that will soon be filling your flower garden. Pink is the new black because it goes with
everything! The chill of water from the garden hose on bare feet in the early evening as you spray the winter
salt off the driveway is work, which brings the excitement of knowing warmer weather is just around the cor-
ner.

Spring also brings about the holiest time in the Christian year, the end of Lent and the celebration of
Easter, promising spiritual renewal, and most importantly, promising mankind hop of life after death, fitting-
ly symbolized by spring following winter.

The animals are shedding their winter coats, and the shiny fur underneath the dull winter trappings begs
to be brushed until surfacing. The caterpillars and inchworms are starting their ascent into the trees, where
they will become the beautiful butterflies and pesky moths of summertime. After many sequestered months
of growing out, things start growing up, and we look to the neighborhood joggers to inspire us to stretch our
own legs to gain a few inches of height while losing a few inches of girth. Potential is everywhere. It is still
too early for the mosquitoes and just a perfect time for that mouthwatering barbecue.

Children start rummaging trough bedroom drawers, looking for their shorts and bathing suits, intent on
pre-planning their summer outings. And mothers constantly remind us that although the air is warm, the
ground is still cold, and they need to keep their socks and shoes on their feet. Adults have their own angst.
Visions of sugarplums have their place, but visions of the poolside with a favorite novel are a female paradise.
The guys have their dreams with golf clubs bearing witness to this fact.

Hope is perhaps the most important element that makes the spring season the one that affects the emo-
tions most strongly. There is hope that the summer will be warm; that the harvest will be fruitful; that the new
life just emerging will grown strong and healthy, and that despite the cold harshness that can be present
throughout life, there is hope that it will be followed by a bright and joyous future. Yes, this is spring. Thank

goodness it is almost here.
STUDENT ESSAY
Hiral Patel, Grade 9,
Murdock Middle High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK

Laura O’Neill, Grade 8,
Holy Rosary School

Soath Side

gé.’

242 West Broadway
Gardner, MA
978.632.1057
www.southsidemargaritafactory.com

NargXita factoryz:

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Holly Perry, Grade 4,
Hardwick Elementary School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK

Colleen Ward, Grade 6,
Butterfield Elementary School
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978-582-9701

www.ixtapacantina.com

308 Massachusetts Ave., Lunenburg
Corner of Routes 13 & 2A « Across From Wal-Mart
Sun—Thurs 11a-10p ¢ Fri & Sat 11a-11p

DESIGN-AN-AD
Jackie Nicholson, Grade 7,
Holy Rosary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Meaghan Grammel, Grade 8,
Sacred Heart School
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What is your £avorite
season of the year? x

Fall is my favorite time of year because I love to see all of the colors changing and the
wonderful smells blowing around. Every house is filled with warm lighting and decorated so
beautifully with all of the fall colors. The fall to me means families getting together and
spending as much time as possible for all of the holidays. I am very close to my family and
some of my fondest memories are the laughter and sharing that happens when we sit down for a holiday meal.
Some people don’t appreciate the season as much as I do, but I love spending time with my family. They are
wonderful and special and you never know when things will change, so you need to enjoy every minute. I
also love fall foods. My favorite meal is Thanksgiving, where you eat all day and enjoy the turkey, potatoes,
and every thing else that goes with the meal. I have to say that you can’t beat apple pie; there is nothing like
the smell when it’s cooking in your home. It’s when we get the car to head for my aunt’s house for
Thanksgiving dinner that I get excited to taste everything. My aunt and my mom are great cooks!

Another fun memory to me is jumping into the ocean of colorful leaves with my sister. We love to have
them float above our heads and you just keep jumping around until you finally smell like the leaves. I will
say, however, that one of the highlights of the fall is Halloween night and getting to dress up in costumes.
Well, let’s just say that is my favorite part. This is because I want to be an actress when I grow up and this
one night I get to be anything I want to be and act like a character I want to portray in the future. I also like
seeing what other people come up with for costumes and maybe getting a little treat. But when it comes to
fall, I have many traditions. My family and I go to the Yankee Candle Factory and get as much Halloween
stuff and we get a lot of great fall smelling candles. After our shopping trip, we go out to eat, which is anoth-
er tradition on that day. But I think one of the most important things to fall is spending time with just your
family and playing games and just having fun. I love my life and everything about it, and I wouldn’t change
anything for it. This is why I love fall.

STUDENT ESSAY
Nicole LaBrack, Grade 9,
Murdock Middle High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Tim Chandler, Grade 12,
Mahar Regional School

Should *Under God"?
remain in the Plecdge?

‘Whether or not to keep “Under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance is an issue that has been debated for
many years now. A lot of people will say that you must be religious to say this; I, however, don’t believe
this. I would consider myself someone without an “organized religion,” but I do believe in a god. It may
not be the same god as Christians believe in, but it’s my god, therefore I have no problem saying “Under
God” in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The word god can be interpreted many different ways. Whether it is the god we think of with Christianity or Buddhism,
it doesn’t matter, you’re just showing that you believe in @ god, in a power higher than ourselves.

Many people will say that they don’t believe in any god, so saying “Under God” to them isn’t right, and while I under-
stand where they’re coming from, they really just don’t have to say it. They’re not forced. That may seem like an unrealistic
end to this debate but what else are you going to do? About nine in 10 people say the reference to God belongs in the pledge
despite constitutional questions about the separation of church and state, according to a poll taken by The Associated Press.

I think that, unfortunately for some people, this is a situation where you must favor the majority; you can’t just get rid
of the word “God” because 10 percent of the population doesn’t believe.

Most who don’t agree with the majority believe that saying “Under God” makes it seem like this nation was “founded
upon religious principles,” but wasn’t it? That’s who we are; we were founded upon religious principles and although times
have changed, where we come from remains the same, and I believe, more so than religion, the pledge represents our histo-
ry.

Although only about 10 percent of Americans are offended by saying God in the Pledge of Allegiance, prosecutors in
the Freedom from Religion Foundation vs. The Congress of the United States of America are trying to wipe out the name of
God for everyone. David Cortman, ADF’s senior counsel, said that “Those who disregard America’s heritage have no right
to demand that America abandon its traditions simply to appease their political agenda.”

This, again, brings us back to the fact that saying “Under God” is part of our history as Americans. This phrase was first
used in the Gettysburg Address given by former President Abraham Lincoln before the pledge was even written, why should
we abandon that simply because some people don’t belive in any god? Many will argue that sometimes history needs to be
changed, and while I understand that some things from history did need to be changed such as slavery and discrimination,
changing the pledge would be a completely different scenario. It just wouldn’t be right.

Overall, I believe that we have much more important issues going on in today’s world like hunger and global warming
to be worrying about changing a phrase in a historic pledge that could be interpreted many different ways and is a part of our

| STUDENT ESSAY
Beth Mosher, Grade 10,
Mahar Regional School
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51 MAIN ST., WESTMINSTER, MA (RTE. 2 EXIT 25)

978-874-0900
STORE HOURS: M&T 95, W 106, THURS 107, FRI 106, SAT 104

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Shawna Spady, Grade 12,
Murdock Middle High School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Emily LeBlanc, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School
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AUBUCHON
HARDWARE

34 Pearson Blvd., Gardner
978-630-4500 « www.HardwareStore.com
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ROLAND’S TIRE

44R Travers St. = Gardner = (978) 630-0111
Open Weekdays 8am-5pm = Saturday 8am-12pm

DESIGN-AN-AD
Celine Aubuchon, Grade 4,
Hubbardston Center School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Anthony Webb, Grade 8,
Sacred Heart School
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With colicge costs rising,
how has that changesdl -

vour mindset or plans?

As a high school senior, I know how difficult paying for my college education will be, both for my
parents and me. Scholarships and grants are sure to take me part of the way, but they are certainly not
enough to cover all the fees, books, and meals that are included in the overwhelming price total. Money should never com-
promise the satisfaction of walking away after four years of college with a hard-earned degree, but going to the most afford-
able school definitely provides a big incentive to consider.

When I received the first letter from a college with “Congratulations!” at the top of the page, I was very excited to start
my accepted list. When another letter came in February, this time announcing that I had received an extremely prestigious
merit scholarship that covered tuition and all fees, my head swam. I had since received two other acceptance letters, one of
which was my top choice. I had been granted an exceptional scholarship there as well, but it wasn’t quite as impressive as
this.

The problem was, my first choice school provided a communications major that concentrated more narrowly on my
desired career path. I had realized that the school I was granted the most money to attend didn’t adhere to my future plans as
well as the college that offered me the smaller amount. But regardless of what I saw as fit for my future education, my par-
ents instantly began to lie on the pressure. We, as well as the majority of American families, are having a difficult time stay-
ing afloat during the recession. As soon as I would walk through the doorway after school, my dad would go into persuasion
mode. “T was talking to so-and-so today, and he said something that good is hard to come by,” and, “’you know, you should
decide where you’re heading; the dorms are starting to fill up.” And once my mother would get home from work, I'd be hit
from all sides. “She’s practically got a full-boat here; she better not pass something like that up.”

As it is, I have applied to all inexpensive public schools. I have stayed inside Massachusetts, and applied for countless
scholarships. I thought all of the hurdles had been jumped — I had received all my acceptance letters, now all that’s left is to
choose, right? I never anticipated the amount of work that would go into scholarship searches and additional financial aid.
Student loans take years to pay off, and work study programs, while a beneficial tool, will still only bring a student so far.
Especially since money is so scarce in the country’s current economic situation.

Tons of seniors are experiencing the same applicant wrap-up anxiety that I am. One Oakmont senior has already been
through the financial aid riffraff. However, with scholarship money not easy to come by, he has had to fill out an additional
appeals form, with merit information updated since he submitted his application in the fall. In a last-hope attempt to gain fur-
ther money for school, he is beginning to realize that he “most likely won’t be going to my first-choice school regardless of
the fact that it is much more prestigious, solely based off of money and affordability.”

The application process is stressful enough. The anticipation, the worrying, and the anxiety that goes into simply apply-
ing for college are enough to make a student stressed to their breaking point. Add that on top of the countless hours spent on
the FAFSA and the millions of scholarship forms and essays needed to be prepared to help with paying for school, and you
have something more stressful than taking three AP exams in one week. Lots of seniors, myself included, are making real
sacrifices, including missing out on attending their dream school, all because of a lack of financial aid. Wherever they may
end up, they are sure to succeed, but there is a fine line between earning a college degree and despising the school you are
attending for the next four years of your life. It is unfortunate that some students may have to settle for that instead of hav-
ing the college experience they really desire in a field they are truly passionate about, all in the name of money.

STUDENT ESSAY
Jane Peters, Grade 12,
Oakmont Regional High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Cotey Cerasale, Grade 11,
Gardner High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK

Maria Chionchio, Emelia Gould, Selina Harrnois, Grade 6,
Oakham Center School

Littles Floor Coverlng, LLP

359 Summer St, Fitchburg = www.littlesfloorcovering.com
Hours: M-W: 10am-5pm e Th: 10am-7pm e F: 10am-2pm e Sat: 10am-1pm

DESIGN-AN-AD

Antonio Lore, Grade 4
Elm Street School

7 Main Street
Westminster, MA 01473
Phone (978) 874-2979

- ] Al MA Reg. # RS486 « MA Appraiser # 10922
Collision Repair Specialists FAX # (978) 874-1056
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SZECHUAN Restaurant

Timpany Plaza ¢ 360 Timpany Blvd., Gardner

9/78-632-3888 » 9/7/8-630-3388

DESIGN-AN-AD
Justin Richard, Grade 11
Gardner High School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Dayanara Colon, Grade 11
Gardner High School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Paige Bradshaw, Grade 6,
Holy Rosary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Micah Kiajala, Grade 12,
Quabbin Regional High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Samantha Puchlerz, Grade 11,
Montachusett Vocational Technical School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Serene Bousquet, Grade 10,
Athol High School
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Warehouse sales

NAME BRAND APPLIANCES & TV’S AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
287 Main Street Gardner, MA 01440 » (978)-632-0241
HOURS: M-F 8-5:30, TH 8-8, SAT 8-5, CLOSED WED & SUN

R O I\/I E ® Furniture
Serving Our * Bedding

Custome’ FURNITURE CENTER  Carpets
562 Main Street ¢ Gardner, MA

| Visit us on the web at
% ﬁ www.romefurniture.com 978-632-0687

DESIGN-AN-AD
Max Robichaud, Grade 5
Toy Town Elementary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Adam Parsons, Grade 12
Gardner High School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Sarah Steves, Grade 10,
Oakmont Regional High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Cody Goguen, Grade 4,
East Templeton Elementary

FEATURE PHOTO
Maegan Porpora, Grade 12,
Oakmont Regional High School

Grilys Hleeedlacords

358 Main Street, Athol
978-249-0446
emilysndlwrks@verizon.net
Tues-Sat 10am-4pm
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DESIGN-AN-AD
Johanna Thorp, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School

EDITORIAL CARTOON
Autumn Emery, Grade 5,
Toy Town Elementary School

EDITORIAL CARTOON
Matthew Lenthall, Grade 8,
Sacred Heart School
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*ALE HOUSE

wery and restaurant

74 Parker Street, Gardner
978-669-0122

www.gardnerale.com
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BUILDING PRODUCT SPECIALISTS
— e

245 Central Street
Winchendon, M A
(978) 297-1538

DESIGN-AN-AD
Marissa Knoll, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Paul LaPlante, Grade 11,
Murdock Middle High School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Jennie O’Neill, Grade 8,
Holy Rosary School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Katelyn Cornelissen, Grade 7,
Quabbin Reg. Middle School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Hannah Moore, Grade 9,
Mabhar Regional School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Kevin Davis, Grade 12,
Quabbin Reg. High School
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STORYBOOK
Maggie Trick, Grade 1,
Sacred Heart School

STORYBOOK
Dylan Strom, Grade 2,
Templeton Center School

STORYBOOK

Courtney Ackles, Grade 2,
Waterford Street School

STORYBOOK
Trent Mailman, Grade 3,
Helen Mae Sauter School
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Olde Time New England
Seafood Company

2294 Main Street, Athol
978-249-5373 « 978-249-9558

GLASS

441 Chestnut St., Gardner
978-632-5382 » 800-564-5382
HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-4:30, Sat 8-12
www.parker-glass.com

IRON WORLD GY

212 West Street  Gardner, MA « 978-632-5700

DESIGN-AN-AD
Hannah Parker, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Frank Moschetti, Grade 8,
Holy Rosary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Jose Medina Perez, Grade 11,
Gardner High School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Isabella Nevard, Grade K,
Northwest Developmental Ctr.

FEATURE PHOTO
Shannon Everett, Grade 10,
Narragansett Reg. High School
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ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Katelyn Beddia, Grade 1,
Holy Rosary School

FEATURE PHOTO
Hayley Rader, Grade 10,
Narragansett Reg. High School

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Preston White/Robbie Walton,
Grade 2-3, Village School
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STORYBOOK
Lauren Sicard, Grade 2,
John R. Briggs Elementary

ORIGINAL ARTWORK
Rachel Marble, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School

STORYBOOK
Angelina Robuccio, Grade 2,
John R. Briggs Elementary

Carriage “House Restaurant

Rt. 12 Winchendon  978-297-1089

Tues-Trwrs 1- %, Frit~e |
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“Homemade Baked Goods From Our Kitchen Since 1988”
268 Baldwinville Rd., Templeton, MA = 978-939-8558

3. MILL NO. 8
\ FARMSTAND

h i
Rte. 2A & Rte. 31 « 85 Westminster St., Fitchburg
Phone 978-345-1100 « Fax 978-345-8707

Hours: Mon-Fri 7am to 6pm ¢ Sat 9am to 6pm
Sun 9am to 5pm

DESIGN-AN-AD
Jake Draeger, Grade 5,
Westminster Elementary School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Chelsea Kelley, Grade 12,
Gardner High School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Samantha Buckler, Grade 7,
Sacred Heart School
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FEATURE PHOTO
Alli Laderoute, Grade 7,
Holy Rosary School

FEATURE PHOTO
McKenzie Lyons, Grade 8,
Narragansett Middle School

FEATURE PHOTO
Rhiannon Fletcher, Grade 6,
Royalston Community School

HOW Car\ You Ot OD M\
“3?

“Rindeess svops Bullies”

EDITORIAL CARTOON
Viridiana Serratos, Grade 7,
Athol-Royalston Middle School

STORYBOOK CHARACTER
Anna See, Grade 3,
Hubbardston Center School

I Ul s i e s b Y V)

’Raﬂfﬂagf m e albmare W‘f‘é”ﬁf’

NYVVVY VYUY

676 Spring Street, Winchendon
978-297-2669
978-297-1880

Hours: Sun-Thurs 11:30am-8pm

Fri & Sat 11:30am-9pm

LITTLE ANTHONY S

« ALYVURDA MoA) oy GOMes,
) 2 YWY\ C
/ ® v, Q\in &T»G.Jj\ \CS |
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GYMNASTICS & R
mgﬂ?ﬁ@aw PRESCHOOL

871 West Broadway, Gardner - 978-630-1100

DESIGN-AN-AD
Danielle Richard, Grade 8,
Holy Rosary School School

DESIGN-AN-AD
Robert Tyler, Grade 8,
Gardner Middle School




