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uConnect finishes on top in
2014 TechOut competition

Recent startup:
Company first worked with
founder’s alma mater when
it opened its doors last year.

By DOUG ALDEN

New Hampshire Union Leader

MANCHESTER — A compa-
ny that helps lead college
graduates to entry-level jobs
by expanding the use of on-
campus career centers is the
winner of the 2014 TechOut
competition.

uConnect beat four other
finalists Thursday night
for the first-place prize of
$50,000 and the exposure
that comes with winning
New Hampshire’s biggest
competition for tech-based
startups.

“It was kind of amazing.
The companies we were
competing against were all
really strong and great en-
trepreneurs,” uConnect co-
founder David Kozhuk said
Friday.

Kozhuk said the idea be-
hind uConnect, which has
offices in Boston and Man-
chester, was to better pre-
pare students in search of
jobs after graduation and
upgrading the resources
available at on-campus ca-
reer centers.

“What we found was stu-
dents were just really un-
prepared for the job-search
process,” Kozhuk said.

Kozhuk said students
were graduating with little
knowledge of what indus-
tries and companies would
be a good fit as well as the
interviewing process. He
said resources that could
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CenterPntEner ~ 24.73 +0.82
Abbott Labs 4179 +141 | Centurylink 41.00 +0.59
AbbVie 58.69 +3.56 | Cerner 59.80 +1.12
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Ametek 50.09 +1.62 | Crown Castle 81.21 +0.88
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AnadarkoPetro  98.70 +0.03 | CVSHealth 8133 +1.59
Analog Devices ~ 47.58 —0.46
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have helped the students
had been right there on
campus at the school ca-
reer center, which was often
overlooked.

“Ifyou’re not going to your
career center, there’s really
no other place to get really
sound career advice, coun-
seling support and strategy,’
Kozhuk said. “What we're
doing is creating tools and
technology for the career
center to more effectively
keep students engaged in
their programming”

Kozhuk started uCon-
nect in spring 2013, working
with the University of Mas-
sachusetts-
Ambherst, his
alma mater.
Kozhuk said
he was a
regular  at
the UMass
career cen-
ter as an
economics student before
he graduated in 2008. He
got a job with a private eq-
uity firm and was surprised
at the low turnout when he
returned to Ambherst on a
recruiting trip for internship
candidates.

Kozhukadded Bentley Uni-
versity after dropping by from
his office in Boston, and uCo-
nnect’s client list has grown
to include the University of
Connecticut, the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
and Boston College.

KOZHUK

mentum, but we're a really
small team,” he said.
uConnect and the other
finalists all had to make a
presentation to the panel
of judges during the finals
Thursday at Dyn, then waited
for the announcement. The
prize for second place was
$30,000 and $20,000 for third.

TechOut is co-presented
by the New Hampshire High
Tech Council and Alpha
Loft, formerly known as abi-
HUB in Manchester.

Matt Cookson, executive
director of the New Hamp-
shire High Tech Council,
said more than 300 people
attended Thursday night,
one of the largest turnouts
in the history of the event.

The competition is open
to companies that are in
business for less than three
years that have raised less
than $250,000 in funding
and have less than $250,000
in revenue.

uConnect identified
needs from the perspective
of both students and the ca-
reer centers and addressed
both, providing a service
that is accessible to the cur-
rent generation of college
students with current tech-
nology that works on cell
phones and other portable
devices.

“I think uConnect has
latched on to that. A lot of
this kind of work doesn’t
need to be done face-to-face
in this digital age,” Cookson
said. “He’s framing uCon-
nect as an extension of the
school’s career center, not
a replacement. That’s cer-
tainly a much better way to

“We've got a lot of mo-
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F5 Networks 122,65 +3.32 | KLATencor 76.25 -0.52
Facebook 7744 +047 | Kohls 6147 +1.05
Family Dollar 78.22 +033 | KraftFoodsGp 5630 +0.84
Fastenal 4576 +0.63 | Kroger 52.88 +2.68
FCX 3232 +0.78
FedEx 162.74 +2.33 | LBrands 6730 +1.04
Fidelity Ntl | 5649 +1.55 | L-3CommuniHl 115.09 +1.30
Fifth Third Ba 2005 +1.31| LaboratoryCor  102.52 +0.35
First Solar 6410 +042 | LAMResearch ~ 72.74 +0.62
FirstEnergy 3349 +0.09 | LeggMason 51.83 +213
Fiserv 6514 +1.23 | Leggett&Plat  34.99 +0.46
FLIR Systems 30.66 —0.31| Lennar 39.85 +2.15
Flowserve 68.77 —1.53 | Leucadi 23.83 +097
Fluor 66.00 +0.47 | LinearTech 4247 -0.59
FMC Corp 56.97 +0.07 | LNC 52.63 +2.25
FMCTech 5241 -07 | Lockheed Marti 17834 +1.13
Ford Motor 14.59 +0.21 | Lowes Corp 41.81 +0.87
FortuneBrand ~ 40.74 +0.47 | Lorillard 60.27 +0.77
Fossil Group 97.68 +2.63 | Lowe's 53.59 +1.06
Franklin Rsc 5466 +0.18 | Lyondell 10172 -1.24
Frontier Comm 644 +1.10
I | MeTBRkUS 12335 +093
GameStop 4046 -1.03 | Macerich 6432 +0.78
Gannett 2962 +1.33 | Macys 59.60 +2.14
Gap 42.00 +0.17 | Malinckrodt 9293 +2.21
Garmin 5045 +113 | Marathn Oil 36.65 —0.68
General Dynami  123.54 +143 | MarathonPete  80.82 -0.16
General Electr 2540 +1.11 | Marriott Intnl 68.10 +1.95
General Grwth ~ 23.48 +0.56 | MarshMclennan 5231 +1.16
General Mills 5047 +0.66 | MartinMariMa 122.89 -044
GenuineParts  88.22 +1.30 | Masco 2366 -0.13
GenworthFinl ~ 13.37 +1.29 | MasterCard 7433 +124
Gilead Science  106.52 +1.87 | Mattel 3178 +214
GM 3376 +175 | McCormick&Co  68.52 +1.51
Goldman 188.07 +2.84 | McDonalds 94.86 +0.79
Goodyear Tire 2234 na. | McGrawHillFi 8290 -042
Google 57528 +0.91 | McKesson 199.60 +2.44
Google 586.25 +0.92 | MeadJohnson  96.54 +2.51
Meadwestvaco 4136 +2.43
H&R Block 31.66 +3.03 | Medtronicnc  65.02 +3.54
Halliburton 61.86 +0.68 | Merck&Co 5990 +1.78
Harley-Davidso ~ 59.39 +2.20 | MetLife 53.34 +1.50
Harmanintlin 9948 +0.47 | Michael Kors 754 +181
Harris 65.56 —0.76 | MicrochipTech ~ 46.13 -0.32
Hartford Fin S 37.28 +1.66 | MicronTech 3394 +038
Hasbro 5542 +0.29 | Microsoft 46.09 +0.72
HCA Holdings 7125 +271 | MohawkInds  135.54 +2.64
HCP, Inc 40.10 +0.50 | Molson Coors 7401 +2.27
HealthCareRE 6278 +0.77 | Mondelezntl ~ 34.25 +1.21
Helmerich 90.44 —0.63 | Monsanto 109.81 -0.34
Hershey 93.69 —0.23 | MonsterBev 92.03 +1.63
Hess 90.72 —0.66 | Moody’s 93.98 +1.68
Hologic 2461 +3.06 | MorganStanley 35.05 +2.25
Home Depot 93.54 +1.41 | Mosaic 4261 -0.75
HoneywellIntl ~ 91.71 +0.65 | MotorolaSolu ~ 61.30 +0.44
Hormel Foods 51.80 +0.35 | Murphy Oil 55.05 -1.20
Hospira 5244 +218 | Mylan 50.23 +8.02
Host Hotels 2132 +1.62 |
HP 3520 +2.00 | NaborsIndust 2115 -1.67
Hubbell 0.00 NASDAQ OMX 474 +1.54
-100.00 National Grid 7102 na
Hudson City Bc 9.73 +0.31 | National Oilwe ~ 73.50 —0.93
Humana 12892 +1.39 | Navien 1743 +017
HuntingtonBan ~ 9.78 +1.03 | NCR 3204 -047
NetApp 4157 +0.46
IBM 188.67 +0.94 | Netflix 459.54 +2.12
ICE 19842 +0.35 | NewellRubber ~ 34.81 +2.20
Illinois Tool 83.63 +0.69 | NewfieldExplo 3513 -176
Ingersoll-Rand ~ 56.41 +1.38 | NewmontMining 22.70 -2.49
IntegrysEnrgy ~ 65.62 +0.71 | News 1591 +0.66
Intel 34.03 +1.52 | NextEraEner 9423 +049
Interpublic Gr 18.06 +1.46 | Nielsen NV 346 -0.59
Intl Flavors 9511 +0.43 | Nike 90.29 +11
Intl Paper 4779 +2.27 | NiSource 4123 +1.10
Intuit 85.26 +0.88 | Noble Corp 20.24 448
Intuitive 47521 +1.19 | Noble Energy 6517 -147
Invesco 39.63 +1.62 | Nordstrom 7029 +2.12
Iron Mtn 3310 +1.38 | NorfolkSouthe 11247 +2.13
J M Smucker 98.66 +0.93 | NortheastUtil 4555 +1.11
Jabil Circuit 19.98 +0.65 | NorthernTrst 6812 +1.11
JacobsEngrGr 4725 +0.79 | Northrop Grumm 12847 +1.24
JohnsonContro ~ 44.82 +0.31 | NRGEnergy 3156 +0.22
Johnson Johnso  105.13 +1.23 | Nucor 5198 -0.76
Joy Global 5435  na.| NVIDIA 18.23 +0.22
JPMorgan 6030 +2.48
JuniperNetwor ~ 22.06 +0.50 | 0-I 26.19 +1.00
KansasCity St~ 122.03 +2.92 | Occidental 9596 +0.78
Kellogg 6119 +0.77 | OmnicomGroup 68.06 +1.39
KeurigGreen ~ 133.02 +2.28 | ONEOK 64.25 +0.31
KeyCorp 13.52 +235 | Oracle 3889 +1.62
Kimberly Clark ~ 107.70 +0.83 | OReilly Auto 15322 +1.50
Kimco Realty 2196 +1.01
Kinder Morg 38.86 —1.35 | Paccarinc 5791 +149

build partnerships.’
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President Barack Obama speaks about jobs and the economy during a visit to Millennium Steel
Service as part of Manufacturing Day in Princeton, Ind., on Friday. U.S. employers stepped up hiring
in September and the jobless rate fell to a six-year low, bolstering bets on a Federal Reserve rate
hike in mid-2015. Friday’s report on employment is the most significant gauge of the economy’s
health ahead of Nov. 4 congressional elections.

U.S. jobless rate falls to
six-year low in September

By JASON LANGE
Reuters
WASHINGTON — U.S. em-

ployers stepped up hiring in
September, and the jobless
rate fell to a six-year low,
which could bolster bets on
a Federal Reserve rate hike
in mid-2015.

Friday's report on hir-
ing is the most significant
gauge of the economy's
health ahead of Nov. 4 con-
gressional elections.

While President Barack
Obama's message of an im-
proving economy has been
hampered by persistent
drops in family incomes
under his watch, the hir-
ing data underscored the
strides made in the labor
market this year.

Stocks, Mutual Funds

NH StockWatch

NAME voL HI L0 LAST  CHG  LOW 52 WK HIGH  12M0
A Bankof Am 110271917 1730 17.06 1729 +243% 137 L2 180  23.5%
A (Cisco Systems 29037384 2537 2504 2531 +1.00% 202 261 10.0%
A General Electric 21656482 2543 2515 2540 +1.11% 235 * 28.1 5.4%
A ATRT 20709971 36.16 3508 3536 +1.12% 317 .o 375 5.1%
A (Citigroup Inc 17714329 5243 5164 5232 +2.09% 452 L 2 553 8.1%
A Orace 15282857 3912 3840 3889 +1.62% 320 . 82 17.0%
A Comcast 14501444 5404 5288  53.65 +1.53% 441 ° 575 19.2%
A (oca-Cola 14045518 43.07 4266  43.00 +0.80% 36.8 * 431 15.7%
ABOVE: Most active companies; BELOW: Local US and international stocks with interest in NH
NAME VoL Hi L0 LAST %CHG NAME voL HI L0  LAST %CHG
ABInBev 1610491 107.65 106.08 107.45 +0.48 Middleby 392746 88.61 87.55 8822 +1.17
ALCATELLUCENT 6911865  2.98 292 297 +137 New Hampshire 8833 1580 1575 1580 na.
Amphenol 530455 99.61 98.84 99.38 +0.67 NextEra Ener 1598281 9439 9335 9423 +0.49
AT&T 20709971 36.16  35.08 3536 +1.12 Northeast Utils 2112269  45.63  44.84 4555 +1.11
Autodesk 3592743 5849 57.81 5812 +0.66 Oracle 15282857 3912 3840 3889 +1.62
Bank of Am 110271917 1730 17.06 17.29 +2.43 PC Connection 32000 2254 2212 2212 +0.09
Benchmark 253604 2256 2225 2228 na. Perf Sports Grp 79659 1636 1594 16.01 -1.17
BottomlineTech 136394 27.77 2733 27.34 +0.07 Raytheon 2141934 99.87 9838 99.18 +1.54
Chubb 1474294 9331 91.89 93.24 +1.89 RR Donnelley 1906882 1648 1622 1641 +1.23
CIGNA 2639810 90.94 89.02 90.59 +2.11 Saint Gobain 3907652 3485 3352 3381 -21
(CiscoSystems 29037384 2537  25.04 2531 +1.00 Sanmina Sci 759414 21.05 2075 20.81 +0.29
Citigroup Inc 17714329 5243 51.64 5232 +2.09 SearsHoldings 1520886 28.83 2698 28.22 +4.29
Coca-Cola 14045518 43.07 42.66 43.00 +0.80 Simon Prop Grp 983549 165.96 164.02 165.81 +0.80
Comcast 14501444 5404 5288 53.65 +1.53 Standex 27460 7422 73.02 73.85 +0.78
CRH plc 655273 2318 2214 2232 -0.04 State Street 1704872 7397 7325 7359 +1.28
Delhaize 61435 1688 1677 16.85 —0.65 Sturm Ruger 175437 4829 46.68 48.00 +2.92
Dover 1685313 80.50 79.75  79.79 +0.23 Teleflex 183745 107.19 105.41 106.78 +0.98
FlextronicsItnl 9881398 10.26  9.98 10.22 +2.30 Teradyne 4223528 1877 1830 1835 -2.08
General Cable 1978870 1525 1424 1436 -4.65 Textron 1628731 36.14 3556 35.89 +1.44
General Electric ~ 21656482 2543 25.15 2540 +1.11 Thermo Fisher 1659545 12153 119.46 12139 +1.87
GT AdvancedTech 7240987  11.27 10.85 11.05 -1.16 Timken 1254927 4161 4099 41.29 +0.07
Hampshire First 132478 1532 1480 1497 +034 Toronto Dominion 1435165  48.51 47.93  48.09 -0.48
HCA Holdings 2992578 7163 6950 71.25 +2.71 UnitedHeal Grp 3108068  86.28  85.07  86.02 +1.32
HewlettPackard ~ 9235540 35.28 34.66 35.20 +2.00 Unitil 68319 3219 3147 3193 +140
iCAD 16348 9.88 945  9.80 +1.77 Verizon Comms 12063827  49.83 4950 49.71 +0.85
KeyCorp 13351309 1358 13.27 13.52 +235 Waste Management 1597170 47.62  47.26  47.60 +1.02
Lindt Spruengli 1243 47120 4,632.0 4,691.0 -0.04 Wausau Paper 229242 826 810 819 +1.87
Lockheed Martin 2463719 179.34 176.92 17834 +1.13 White Mtn Ins Gp 8118 641.00 632.00 641.00 +0.91
Lonza Group 115256 11490 11170 11450 +2.78
Name Close  %Chg | Name Close  %Chg | Name Close  %Chg | Name Close  %Chg
Pall 8342 +091 | RangeResource 6677 —175 | SwestnEnergy 3479 -0.03 | [N
Parker-Hannifi  112.23 +0.99 | Raytheon 99.18 +1.54 | Symantec 2339 +0.7 | ValeroEnergy 4474 -095
Patterson 42.25 +1.77 | RedHat 58.14 +1.32 | Sysco 3770 +1.40 | VarianMedSys ~ 80.70 +0.80
Paychex 4432 +233 | RegeneronPhar 36160 +2.24 Ventas 6274 +0.27
Pentair 65.14 +0.74 | Regions Finan 1010 +1.92 | 3M 140.17 +1.08 | Verisign 56.02 +0.90
Peoples Uni 1446 —0.07 | RepublicServ 3827 +0.29 | TRowePriceG ~ 77.89 +0.57 | VerizonComms ~ 49.71 +0.85
PepcoHoldings 2679 —0.07 | ReynoldsAmric 5944 +142 | Tangerfactory ~ 33.08 +0.39 | VertexPharma 108.59 +3.62
PepsiCo 9350 +0.99 | Robert Half 4897 +1.77 | Target 63.07 +0.80 | VF 6730 +1.02
PerkinElmer 42.80 +0.94 | Rockwell Autom 110.30 +0.79 | TE Connectiv 5569 +2.18 | Viacom 75.09 +0.66
Perrigo Compan  155.16 +2.44 | Rockwell Colli 7735 +1.02 | TECOEnergy 17.75 +0.23 | Visa 21199 +1.08
PetSmart 68.00 +0.18 | Roperindustri ~ 146.59 +1.22 | TenetHealthca  58.84 +1.19 | VodafoneGroup 32.51 n.a.
Pfizer 2922 +0.55 | Ross Stores 7697 +1.53 | Teradata 4196 +0.29 | VornadoRealty ~ 99.82 +0.23
PGE 4550 +0.91 | RyderSystem|  89.23 +1.95 | Tesoro 60.65 —0.12 | Vulcan Matls 59.16 +0.65
Phillips 66 7764 -0.15 TexasInstrume ~ 46.82 —0.04
PinnacleWest ~ 55.53 +1.06 | Safeway Inc 3436 +0.47 | Textron 3589 +144 | WWGrainger  255.27 +0.98
PioneerNatiR ~ 186.38 —1.05 | Salesforcecom 5846 +3.21 | ThermoFisher ~ 121.39 +1.87 | Walgreen 60.77 +1.69
Pitney Bowes 24.38 +1.50 | SanDisk 95.63 +1.39 | Tiffany 9515 +0.11 | Walmart 7732 +143
Plum CreekTim ~ 39.22 +0.46 | SCANA 4852 -0.51 | TimWm Cab 14451 +2.16 | Walt Disney 8845 +1.91
PMI 84.51 +0.36 | Schlumbe 9790 +0.12 | Time Warner 7472 +2.08 | WasteManage ~ 47.60 +1.02
PNCFinl Svc 8501 +0.95 | ScrippsNetIn 79.04 +132 | T)XCompanies  61.08 +1.88 | Waters 97.74 +0.58
PPGIndustries  191.85 +0.36 | SeagateTechno ~ 56.08 +1.01 | Torchmark 5261 +1.04 | WellPoint 122,07 +3.06
PPL Corp 3348 +1.00 | Sealed Air 3417 +149 | TractorSupply ~ 61.98 +1.67 | WellsFar 5210 +1.36
Praxair 12552 +0.8 | SempraEner 10678 +1.80 | Transocen 3015 -4.53 | WesternDigita 9540 +0.30
Precision Cast ~ 231.62 +1.99 | Sherwin-Willia 21599 +0.69 | Travelers 9446 +149 | WesternUnion ~ 16.24 +0.93
PricelineGrou  1,141.5 +0.14 | SigmaAldrich ~ 136.08 +047 | TripAdvisor 8863 +0.27 | Weyerhaeuser 3242 +1.12
Principal Finl 5149 +1.36 | SimonPropGrp 16581 +0.80 | TSYS 30.80 +0.98 | Whirlpool 14310 +0.03
Procter Gamble  83.79 +0.89 | Snap-On 12090 +2.09 | Twenty-First 3407 +1.98 | WholeFoodsMr 3821 +1.81
Progressive 25.65 +1.18 | Southern Co 4414 +0.02 | Tycolnt 43.50 +0.55 | Williams de 55.83 +1.95
Prologi 3763 +0.21 | Southwest 3343 +2.99 | TysonFoods 4170 +213 | WindstreamHId  10.94 +2.15
Prudential Fin ~ 87.04 +1.04 | Spectraknergy ~ 39.26 +1.21 WisconsinEner ~ 43.81 +0.92
PublicSrvce E 3726 na. | StludeMedica  61.82 +1.73 | UnderAr 67.84 +1.57 | WyndhamWorld 79.86 +1.63
PublicStrg 167.60 +1.03 | StanleyBlack 88.00 +0.85 | UnionPacific ~ 109.51 +3.21 | WynnResorts ~ 182.28 +0.29
PulteGroup 1796 +1.01 | Staples .96 +0.29 | UPS 98.79 +170
PVH 121.50 —0.35 | Starbucks 7589 +193 | UnitedRentals 10916 +3.52 | Xcel Energy 3061 +0.76
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US. non-farm payrolls
rose by 248,000 last month
and the jobless rate fell to
5.9 percent, two-tenths
of a point below its level
a month earlier and the
lowest since July 2008, the
Labor Department said.
The results showed a stron-
ger labor market than ana-
lysts had anticipated.

Most investors are betting
the Fed will wait until July
to raise its benchmark in-
terest rate, which has been
near zero since 2008, al-
though bets on a June hike
increased following the
release of the data. Yields
on government debt and
prices for U.S. stock futures
rose.

REUTERS/KEVIN LAMARQUE

decidedly stepped up this
year. The gain in payrolls
over the last six months
is now at its highest level
since before the 2007-09 re-
cession.
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